
1 
 

 Cultural practices of citizenship 
under conditions of fragmented sovereignty: 

Gendered and sexual citizenship 
in Curaçao and Bonaire 

 
Annual report (2018 – 2019) 

Publication date: 31 August 2019 

Cultural practices of citizenship 
under conditions of fragmented sovereignty: 

Gendered and sexual citizenship 
in Curaçao and Bonaire 

 
Annual report (2018 – 2019) 

Publication date: 31 August 2019 

 

How is citizenship practiced under conditions of fragmented 
national sovereignty?  

Departing from the recognition that citizenship is not only a 
legal status based on (birth)-rights and ilial duties, but equally a 
notion tied to the histories of the nation-state, its claims to 
modernity, and its legacies of colonialism, slavery, and gender 
inequalities, the research project examines citizenship in the 
Dutch Caribbean islands of Curaçao and Bonaire in terms of 
practices and incipient struggles for political subjectivity.  

The research project asks how citizenship is practiced and 
culturally articulated by subjects facing multiple forms of systemic 
inequalities. It focuses on sexual minorities and women on the 
islands, as (a) they are sections of the population facing various 
forms of discrimination, which need to be urgently addressed, 
and (b) their practices reveal how struggles around citizenship 
are entangled with questions of changing demographics and 
cultural understandings of sexuality and gender difference. In 
terms of disciplines, the research is located at the crossroads of 
Gender Studies, Performance Studies, Cultural Studies and 
Anthropology.  
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“Bo di bo ta balente 
Ku bo tin diploma di bòksdó 
Dikon bo no por rabia drenta Fòrti 
Bai baha bandera ulandes 
Anto e ora ei t’abo ta manda. 
 
You pretend to be brave 
And to have the diploma of a boxer 
Why don’t you get angry, enter the 
Fort [the seat of the colonial 
administrative offices] 
And take down the Dutch flag 
Only then can you say that you are 
truly in charge.” 
 
- ‘banderita’ text (little flag-like satirical 
text on colourful paper) , cited in Allen, 
Rose Mary. (2018). “Negotiating 
Gender, Citizenship and Nationhood 
through Universal Adult Suffrage in 
Curacao,” Caribbean Review of Gender 
Studies, 12, 314. 

Visit us online 

https://www.dutch-caribbean-citizenship.info 

Project overview (2018-19)  
A state decree in  
(Staatsregeling) curiously 
gave women the right to stand 
for elections in Curaçao but 
not the right to vote. It was 
only in  that the Dutch 
House of Representatives 
passed a resolution for 
universal franchise on the 
island,  years after women’s 
voting rights were introduced 
in the European Netherlands. 
How did this shift come 
about? What happened 
during this decade that 
enabled such a 
transformation in the law, not 
only in the position of women 
but also that of all racialised 
subjects, who were also 
denied citizenship?  

In her research on the history 
of women’s suffrage in 
Curaçao, Rose Mary Allen asks 
these questions, thereby 
probing beyond facts and 
dates, and inquiring into the 
cultural and social conditions 
and movements that led to 
women acquiring full political 
rights in the island. Allen’s 
study brings to light a decade 
of grassroots organising and 
mobilisation of women from 
various classes and 
backgrounds on the island. 
The struggle for legal 
citizenship rights went hand 
in hand with a questioning of 
patriarchal norms, as well as 
racial inequalities. It is not 
only the legal achievement 
itself, but the broad cultural 

transformation which must 
be valued as acts of 
citizenship. The study, 
published in the Caribbean 
Review of Gender Studies 
( ), is a pertinent example 
of the way in which the 
research project approaches 
the cultural aspects of 
citizenship in the context of 
the Dutch Caribbean. 

The focus during the second 
year of the research project 
was on ield research and on 
assessing current scholarship 
on the Dutch Caribbean in 
relation to the broader 
domain of research on gender 
and sexuality in other parts of 
the Caribbean. How might the 
speci ic histories of gender 
politics in Curaçao and 
Bonaire be understood and 
conceptualised? How have 
cultural practices been 
instrumental in minoritarian 
claims to citizenship?  

The research is in tandem 
with the establishment of a 
Cultural Studies Programme 
at the University of Curaçao 
(UoC). The project organised 
a series of masterclasses at 
the UoC on gender and 
sexuality in the Dutch 
Caribbean between February 
and May 2019, bringing 
stellar scholars from different 
parts of the Caribbean to 
Curaçao. Participants from 
Bonaire joined the 
masterclasses via livestream.  

Musician dolls, image courtesy: Jeanne Henriquez 
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Critical 
Perspectives  

on Oral History  
 

Workshop/Masterclass 

facilitated by 

The lecture and workshop 
were hosted in co-operation 
with Atria Institute for Gender 
Equality and Women’s History 
and with funding support from 
NICA  
 

Dr. Vanessa Agard-Jones is 
Assistant Professor in 
Anthropology at Columbia 
University, USA. She is a 
member of the advisory board of 
the research project. Her 
research focuses on the 
intersections of sexual and 
environmental politics and their 
relation to debates on 
sovereignty in the Caribbean.  

The lecture focused on the intersections of sexual and 
environmental politics and their relationship to debates on 
sovereignty in the Caribbean. Based on ethnographic research 
conducted in Martinique in the French Caribbean, which will be 
published in her forthcoming book (Body Burdens: Toxic Endurance 
and Decolonial Desire in the French Atlantic) Agard-Jones 
addressed the ways in which decolonization in Caribbean contexts, 
where political sovereignty is not the anticipated nor desired 
outcome, is imagined and desired. Decolonial desire is a term that 
forces us to reflect upon the ambiguity between the decolonial 
desire and the desire to decolonize. We considered the bitter 
contests over the etiology of same-sex desire in the region and the 
consistent framing of gender transgression and same sex desire as 
colonial imposition, while we explored the forms of political 
maneuver that make desire the terrain for proxy debates about 
sovereignty and freedom. 

The intent of the masterclass was to define the distinction between 
the decolonial desire and the desire to decolonize. Via a close 
reading of texts by Edouard Glissant, Suzanne Cesaire and 
Omise’eke Natasha Tinsley,  the central question of the masterclass 
was explored: how to decolonize our imagination? The group 
discussed different aspects of decolonization: the body, language, 
landscape, history, dreams, etc. Decolonization is not a fixed 
outcome but a process of transformation which ultimately can also 
become colonized again. The readings pointed to a continuum of 
thinking decolonization together with a critique of 
anthropocentrism. 

Decolonial 
Desires 

 
 

Lecture and Masterclass  

Amsterdam, 6-7 June 2018 

 

Research events  
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Masterclass  
Gender and Sexuality 

Studies in the Caribbean 
 

Intersectionality  
 

Curaçao, 19-21 Feb 2019 

The masterclass by Prof. Wekker focused on the concept of 
intersectionality and the debates around the term in academic 
and activist settings. The masterclass introduced the concept 
based on the work of black feminist thinkers and scholars, and 
examined its relevance to the Dutch Caribbean context. It 
further presented research questions and methodological 
issues in studying non-normative sexuality in the context of 
the Caribbean. Prof. Wekker further spoke about her own 
research in Suriname and in the Netherlands.  

 

Wekker, Gloria, The Politics of Passion: Women’s Sexual Culture in the 
Afro-Surinamese Diaspora (New York: Columbia University Press, 
2006), Introduction, chapters 1-3; and 4-6 
 
Hill Collins, Patricia, and Sirma Bilge, eds., Intersectionality (London: 
Polity Press, 2016): chapters 1-3; 7-8 
 

Prof. Gloria Wekker is Professor 
Emerita, Gender Studies and 
Anthropology, University of 
Utrecht, Netherlands. She is a 
member of the advisory board of 
the research project. Her 
research on Caribbean non-
normative sexualities as well as 
on the intersections of race, 
class, gender and sexuality in 
thinking Caribbean citizenship 
are central to the project 
conception.  
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Kamala Kempadoo is Professor 
in the Department of Social 
Science at York University, 
Canada. Since 2013 she is the 
lead organizer of a Caribbean 
women’s, gender and sexuality 
studies exchange between 
universities in Toronto, Guyana 
and Suriname. Prof. Kempadoo 
is a member of the project 
advisory board.  

Session 1: The study of Caribbean sexuality and the place of 
sexual labour. 

An introduction to key ideas, recent trends and challenges in 
the study of sexuality/ies in the Caribbean context – with an 
emphasis on the Anglophone Caribbean - and the intersections 
with gender, race and the economy. Further attention to 
studies of sexual labour and “sex trafficking” in the region.  

 

Session 2: Methodologies in the research of gender and 
sexuality in the Caribbean context. 

An overview of the methodologies and methods used in 
Caribbean feminist studies of gender and sexuality from the 
1960s to today. The masterclass took up questions about the 
significance of Caribbean-specific feminist epistemologies in 
the production of research of, and about gender and sexuality 
the region, and touched on issues such as insider/outsider 
positionality, action research, and qualitative versus 
quantitative methods. 

 

Kempadoo, Kamala, “Caribbean Sexuality: Mapping the Field,” Caribbean 
Review of  Gender Studies, 2009, 28–51 

Kempadoo, Kamala and Halimah DeShong, “Caribbean Feminist Research 
Methods: 
An Editorial Note” Caribbean Review of Gender Studies, Issue 7. 2013, 1-6. 
 
Nixon, Angelique and Rosamund King, “Embodied Theories: Local 
Knowledge(s), Community Organizing, and Feminist Methodologies in 
Caribbean Sexuality Studies” Caribbean Review of Gender Studies, Issue 7. 
2013, 1-16. 

Oral History  

byline 

Lorem Ipsum 

Masterclass  
Gender and Sexuality 

Studies in the Caribbean 
 

Research 
methodologies 

 

Curaçao, 12-13 March 2019 
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Masterclass  
Gender and Sexuality 

Studies in the Caribbean 
 

Women’s social 
movements 

 
Curaçao, 19 March 2019 

The masterclass offered a history of women’s movements in 
Curaçao beginning from the 1930s. It focused on different 
challenges and issues that the women’s movement faced and 
responded to, including education, political participation, 
economic dependence, health and reproductive rights, as well 
as cultural factors impeding equal rights and social justice for 
women. 

 

 

-Pieters Kwiers S, (2013) ‘Contemporary Woman’ in 
Contemporary Curacao. Edited by Witteveen I/Kamps W/ 
Royer G. Caribbean Publishing/SWP Publishers, Amsterdam. 

-Pieters Kwiers S. (2014) ’Rol di Hende Muhé komo aliado di 
Hende Hòmber den e Proceso di Desaroyo. Curacao. 

-Pieters Kwiers S. (2018) ‘Gender Equality’, Curaçao. 

-Pieters Kwiers S. (2018) ‘Empowerment’, Curaçao. 

Dr. Stella Pieters-Kwiers  
earned her doctorate degree at 
the University of Lausanne, 
Switzerland with a study of the 
Balari of Congo-Brazzaville on 
the road to change. She worked 
for 18 years in developing 
countries of North and Sub-
Sahara, French-speaking Africa, 
Latin America and Asia for the 
United Nations as an 
international development 
specialist. As a WID specialist 
she focused on the contribution 
of women in development. She 
specialized in Rural 
Development and the 
empowerment of women. 

Dr. Pieters-Kwiers has been a 
leading figure in the women’s 
movement in Curaçao for 
decades.  
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Masterclass  
Gender and Sexuality 

Studies in the Caribbean 
 

Exploring gender and 
sexuality through the 

arts 
 

Curaçao, 9-10 April 2019 

The masterclass focused on the significance of the arts in 
understanding cultural conceptions of and attitudes towards 
gender and sexuality. It highlighted several theorists and 
thinkers whose scholarship is pertinent to the Caribbean 
context. It discussed numerous examples from the theatre, 
poetry, film and visual arts, all from the Dutch Caribbean 
context. A recurring theme was how kinship played a crucial 
role in imaginations of Caribbean identity.  

 

Cornet, Florencia, ‘21st Century Curaçaoan Women Writers: 
Revisiting, Destabilizing and (Re)Imagining the Kurasoleña’, Dutch 
Crossing, 37 (2013), 93–108. 
 
Callaloo, Vol. 21, No. 3, Summer, 1998 (Caribbean Literature from 
Suriname, The Netherlands Antilles, Aruba, and The Netherlands: A 
Special Issue)  
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Masterclass  
Gender and Sexuality 

Studies in the Caribbean 
 

Feminist Epistemologies  
and 

Researching Masculinities 

 
Curaçao, 15-16 April 2019 

Prof. Patricia Mohammed is 
Professor of Gender and 
Cultural Studies at the 
University of the West Indies, 
St. Augustine. She is a member 
of the advisory board of the 
research project. Her research 
brings cultural studies into 
conversation with gender 
studies in relation to 
contemporary debates in the 
Caribbean.  

Session 1 focused on feminist epistemologies and how 
Caribbean feminists have sought to develop indigenous 
Caribbean understandings of feminism and feminist 
knowledge. It examined feminist approaches to gender-based 
violence in different Caribbean settings.  

Session 2 focused on the research on masculinities and 
highlighted relevant scholarship on the topic in connection to 
the Caribbean. The session concluded with a discussion of 
possible proposals for encouraging men into gender 
classrooms and joining the feminist movement in the Dutch 
Caribbean.  

 

Brereton, Bridget. 2013. “Women and Gender in Caribbean (English-
speaking) Historiography: Sources and Methods”. Caribbean Review 
of Gender Studies, Issue 7: 1-18.  

Karla Slocum and Tanya Shields: “Critical Explorations of Gender 
and the Caribbean: Taking it into the Twenty-First Century” 
November 2008 · Identities 15(6):687-702  

Mohammed, Patricia. 1998. “Towards Indigenous Feminist 
Theorizing in the Caribbean” Feminist Review, No. 59, Rethinking 
Caribbean Difference (Summer, 1998), pp. 6-33. 
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Capacity Building Activities 
Module gender and sexuality in Cultural 
Studies Programme (University of Curaçao 
in co-operation with regional office 
Bonaire) 
 

A course description for a module on gender 
and sexuality was drafted with an extensive 
reading list. The course is intended as a 
stepping stone to a Bachelor’s Program in 
Culture Studies, which the University of 
Curaçao hopes to launch in the future. The 
aim of the course is to examine a range of 
social, historical, political and cultural issues 
through the lenses of sexuality and gender 
with specific reference to the Dutch 
Caribbean. It seeks to offer participants a 
strong academic grounding in the concepts 
and concerns related to gender and sexuality 
in their varied dimensions. It aims to thus lay 
the foundations for those who seek to 
continue their education and research in the 
academic field as well as in conducting policy-
oriented applied research. While the main 
regional focus is the Dutch Caribbean (in 
particular Curaçao and Bonaire), the course 
draws on scholarship from the broader 
Caribbean, Latin America and other parts of 
the world. The course is yet to be formally 
launched but the masterclass series served as 
a first try-out to garner the level of interest 
amongst faculty, students and members of the 
general public.  
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Outreach activities 
 

Exhibition: ‘Nos tei’ IHLIA exhibition on Dutch black queer sexuality and politics (since Aug 2019, Public 
Library Oosterdok Amsterdam) 

Together with N. Pieter, PhD candidate Wigbertson Isenia curated the exhibition ‘Nos tei’ (Papiamentu/o for ‘We 
are here’ or ‘We exist’), as a critical follow-up to the ‘With Pride’ exhibition that opened in 2018. 

Exhibition: Black Queer Diaspora in the Netherlands (June 2018-2019, Van Abbe Museum, Eindhoven)  

Together with photographer Dustin Thierry, Phd candidate Wigbertson Julian Isenia curated an exhibition of 
photographs on the history of black queer diaspora in the Netherlands.   

Introductory talk to performance ‘Sites of Memory’ (June 2019, University of Amsterdam)  

Principal investigator Sruti Bala introduced the performance ‘Sites of Memory’  (by Katy Streek/Jennifer Tosch) 
dealing with the colonial legacies of Amsterdam, including university buildings.  

Evaluation meeting with stakeholders (8-10 April 2019, Curaçao and Bonaire) 

The meetings served to touch base with partner organisations, inform them about research progress, as well as 
discuss possible ideas for further research outreach.  

Sharing Stories – Queer History Talks  (30 March 2019, Amsterdam Museum) 

Phd candidate Wigbertson Julian Isenia co-curated a series of talks on the visibility of bicultural LBT women with a 
focus on Amsterdam.  

Public lecture: “An Exploration of Gender Studies in Curaçao” (8 March 2019, University of Curaçao) 

Senior Researcher Dr. Rose Mary Allen gave a public lecture to mark International Women’s Day at the University 
of Curaçao.  

Conference: Raising the Curtain on Race (December 2018, Curaçao)  

PhD candidate Aronnette Martis was part of the Caribbean Diaspora Scholars team who organised the  conference 
about Race and Development to work towards equality and equity for all through a decolonial framework. 

Board membership: Theatre Company Kadaken (Curaçao)  

In 2018 PhD candidate Aronnette Martis became a board member of the theatre company Kadaken which 
produces theatre plays on important historical events in Curaçaoan society. The play Chakutoe on the uprising of 
harbor employees in 1922 against poor working conditions, was launched in March 2019. 

Module: Dance Pedagogy (University of Curaçao)  

PhD candidate Aronnette Martis taught a module on dance pedagogy for Bachelor of education students at the 
University of Curaçao. The module examines (Dutch) Caribbean dance history and offers methods for teaching 
Curaçaoan and popular dance forms to children in the age group of 5 to 12. 
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Publications by research team members 
June 2018 – Aug 2019 

Allen, Rose Mary. (2018). “Women Making Freedom: Locating Gender in Intra-Caribbean Migration 
from a Curaçaoan Perspective.” A/b: Auto/Biography Studies 33 (3): 703–17.   

Allen, Rose Mary. (2018). “An Intersectional Approach to Understanding the Social Life of Female, 
British Caribbean, Immigrant Domestic Workers in Twentieth Century Curaçao: Controlling 
Sexual Morality,” Dissolving Disciplines: Tidal Shifts in the Study of the Languages, Literatures and 
Cultures of the Dutch Caribbean and beyond. Eds. Nicholas Faraclas et al (1)109-22.   

Allen, Rose Mary. (2018). “Negotiating Gender, Citizenship and Nationhood through Universal Adult 
Suffrage in Curacao,” Caribbean Review of Gender Studies, 12, 299-318.   

Bala, S. & Fleishman, M. (Guest editors) (2019). Special Issue: Translation and Performance in an Era of 
Global Asymmetries. South African Theatre Journal, 32(1). 

Bala, S. ‘Wie zit er aan tafel?’ Sruti Bala interviewed by Czeslaw de Wijs in De Theatermaker, March 
2019. 

Colpani, Gianmaria., & Isenia, Wigbertson Julian. (2018). “Strange Fruits: Queer of Color Intellectual 
Labor in the Netherlands in the 1980s and 1990s,” Postcolonial Intellectuals in Europe: Portraits, 
Networks and Connections. Eds Sandra Ponzanesi & Adriano José Habed. 

Colpani, G., & Isenia, W. G. S. J. (Eds.) (2019). Editorial: Imperial Entanglements and Archival Desires. 
Tijdschrift voor Genderstudies, 22(2), 125-143.  

Isenia, W. G. S. J. (2019). Looking for kambrada: Sexuality and social anxieties in the Dutch colonial 
archive, 1882-1923. Tijdschrift voor Genderstudies, 22(2), 125-143.  

Isenia, W. G. S. J., Colpani, G., & Pieter, N. (2019). Archiving Queer of Colour Politics in the Netherlands: 
a roundtable discussion. Tijdschrift voor Genderstudies, 22(2), 163-182.  
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Conference presentations and invited lectures 
Rose Mary Allen 
“Dutch Caribbean Resistance & Resilience” (Chair of Panels), International Conference Association of 
Caribbean Historians, University of Curaçao (May 2019) 
 
“Framing and Reframing of Immigrants in the Dutch Caribbean Islands” (Paper at Symposium on 
Migration and Socioeconomic Development, University of St. Maarten and University of Curaçao, 8-10 
May 2019)  
 
“An Exploration of Gender Studies in Curaçao,” (Public Lecture, University of Curaçao, 8 March 2019)  
 
“Curaçaoan labor migrations within the Caribbean: Organic Caribbean connectivity from a Dutch 
Caribbean perspective” (Paper at the Annual Conference Caribbean Studies Association, Havana, 4-8 
June 2018) 
 
“An intersectional approach to understanding the social life of female, British Caribbean, immigrant 
domestic workers in twentieth century Curaçao: Controlling sexual morality” (Paper presented at the 
20th annual Eastern Caribbean Island Cultures “Islands in Between” conference on the languages, 
literatures and cultures of the Eastern Caribbean, Curaçao, 22-24 March 2018) 
 
Sruti Bala 
“Colonialism on Stage” (Invited lecture, context programme Holland Festival, 11 June 2019)  
 
“Can the European translate?” (Keynote at Conference: There's No Going Back! Activating strategies 
for ethical relational change within Fine Art curricula, Willem de Kooning Academie, Rotterdam, 24 
May 2019)  
 
“Imagining Kinship from the Caribbean” (Presentation at Symposium: Other Radicals: The Dutch 
Caribbean and the Caribbean Intellectual Tradition, Tropenmuseum, Amsterdam, 18 May 2019) 
 
“Artistic Approaches to Colonial Legacies” (Keynote at Afrovibes Festival, Amsterdam, 9 Oct 2018) 
 
“Postcolonial Theory and Globalisation” (Guest Lecture, Erasmus University College, Rotterdam, 3 Oct 
2018) 
 
“Sensing Race in the Theatre” (Invited Lecture, Symposium: Race and the Senses, University of 
Amsterdam, 24 Sep 2018)  
 
“Een blik op de onzichtbare canon” (Participant in panel discussion: The Need for Legacy, Nederlands 
Theater Festival, Amsterdam, 8 Sep 2018) 
 
“The theatrical scramble for ‘Africa’  in ‘Reverse Colonialism’ by Ahil Ratnamohan” (paper at 
conference: Theatre as an Enriched Environment, University of Rome, Sapienza, Italy, 12 June 2018)  
 
“Artistic representations of colonialism” (Invited talk, seminar Spui25, Amsterdam, 01 June 2018) 
 
Wigbertson Julian Isenia 
“Looking for ‘kambrada’” (Paper at the conference: Our Queer Caribbean, University College London, 
25 October 2018) 
“Queer of Colour Critique and the Making of Black Diasporic Movements in Europe” (paper at the 
conference: Postcolonial Intellectuals & their European Publics, Utrecht University, 5-6 February 2019, 
with Gianmaria Colpani) 
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RESEARCH TEAM NEWS 
 

 Angelo Christiaan, MA student at the University of Amsterdam, 
joined the team as research assistant from 1 Jan to 31 May 2019. He 
primarily worked on the audio-visual section of the website, 
preparing recordings of all lectures and masterclasses for publication. 
Angelo will continue working on the project in the fall of 2019 on a 
temporary basis to complete the website-related updates.  
 

Aronnette Martis, PhD candidate, has been granted an extension of 
one year for completing her pilot study and for continuing her 
doctoral research. Apart from visits to archives and musea and field 
research, Aronnette has also been working on a book chapter on 
tambú dancing in Curaçao for the volume "Un-Silencing the African 
Voice in Curaçaoan Society: Past and Present", edited by Sheridan 
Wigginton and Rose Mary Allen (2020). The research team wishes 
Aronnette a smooth and successful completion of the pilot study 
and many strides forward in the research!  

 

 

Jacqueline Martis, PhD candidate, joined the project as 
research affiliate on 1 November 2017 funded by the Ministry of 
Social Welfare. Due to significant changes in the topic and a shift 
towards empirical sociology, Martis will no longer be affiliated 
with the NWO project though she plans to continue her doctoral 
studies on domestic violence at the Social Science Faculty of the 
University of Curaçao. The research team wishes Jacqueline all 
the very best and would like to also thank the Ministry of Social 
Welfare in Curaçao for their sustained support!  

Wigbertson Julian Isenia, PhD candidate, was awarded a 
University of Amsterdam 385-year grant, a bursary which 
allowed him to visit the Center for Latin American and Caribbean 
Studies at New York University in Sep 2018 for archival research 
at the Schomburg Center for Research in Black Culture as well as 
work on several publications. Julian was also nominated to the 
Arts/Science: Academy Honours Programme for Young Artists 
and Scientists. 
From Sep 2019 to Feb 2020, Julian will be on leave from the 
project, working as Junior Policy Officer at NWO. He will return to 
the project in March 2020 and his PhD position will be extended 
by six months. The research team congratulates Julian on his 
laurels and wishes him success at this administrative sojourn! 
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Dr. Rose Mary Allen, senior researcher and project co-ordinator in 
the Caribbean, has been focusing on questions related to women’s 
migration to and from the island, as well as the history of the 
women’s movements in Curaçao. Rose-Mary has been involved in the 
supervision of the PhD candidates in the project and has been 
spearheading the curricular development of a new module on gender 
and sexuality in the Dutch Caribbean at the University of Curaçao. 
This included the organisation of the masterclass series (Feb-May 
2019), the meetings with stakeholders in Curaçao and Bonaire as well 
as the preparation of an extensive reading list.  
 

Dr. Sruti Bala, principal project investigator, has been 
researching the way in which citizenship and belonging are 
conceptualised and imagined in the arts, specifically in literature 
and theatre from the Dutch Caribbean. She has been involved in 
the supervision of the PhD candidates in the project and the 
capacity building aspects of curricular development, especially 
with a view to improving PhD training in the Humanities. In the 
Netherlands, she is regularly invited to speak on issues relating to 
postcolonialism and the arts towards a critically inclusive artistic 
sphere.  
 

 

 

 
Contact details 

Cultural Practices of Citizenship under 
Conditions of Fragmented Sovereignty:  
Gendered and Sexual Citizenship in Curaçao and 
Bonaire  

S. Bala  
University of Amsterdam 
Dept. of Theatre Studies  
Nieuwe Doelenstraat 16 
1012 CP Amsterdam  
www.dutch-caribbean-citizenship.info  
s.bala@uva.nl 
 
Sign up via the website for our newsletter  
and stay informed about our events. 
 
Image credits: Margo Groenewoud, Jeanne 
Henriquez, Aronnette Martis 
All images are used with the required 
permission. 

 


